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The Sheep & Wool Festival Returns to Coggeshall Farm Museum

Meet sheep up close, see wool transformed, and browse handcrafted goods from
regional artisans

Bristol, R.l., April 16, 2026 — This spring, visitors are invited to experience the journey from
fleece to fabric as the popular Sheep & Wool Festival returns to Coggeshall Farm Museum on
Saturday, May 16, 2026, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The family-friendly event brings
together sheep shearing demonstrations, talented artisans, and hands-on activities, offering a
rare opportunity to see how wool was shaped into everyday essentials by early New
Englanders.

Festival guests will have the opportunity to meet a flock of 20 sheep (and lambs), watch
craftspeople spin and weave, withess sheepdog herding and explore a vibrant marketplace of
local makers — all set against the backdrop of the 18th-century working farm.

This year, the event organizers will be dying some of the wool red and blue to celebrate the
nation’s 250th anniversary. There will be more than 50 vendors and artisans, 4 food trucks, and
live music throughout the day. The event will be held rain or shine, and advance ticket purchase
is strongly recommended, as capacity is limited and tickets may sell out. For tickets or more
information, visit coggeshallfarm.org/event/sheep-wool-festivall/.

“This event has grown year after year and has become a favorite for families and
craftspeople across the region,” said Shelli Costa, Executive Director of Coggeshall Farm
Museum. “There’s something special about seeing the sheep up close, cheering on the
sheepdogs, and watching wool transform right before your eyes. It's an immersive
experience that gets people outside and connects them to history in a meaningful way.”

Highlights of the 2026 Sheep & Wool Festival include:

e Live sheep shearing and wool dyeing demonstrations
e Two Coves Farm sheepdog herding demonstrations
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Interactive spinning and weaving exhibits

Shopping amongst 50+ vendors offering handmade items such as fiber goods,
yarns, pottery, soap, and more

Children’s activities, fiber crafts, music, and animals

Food trucks serving seasonal fare

The 2026 Sheep & Wool Festival is sponsored by BayCoast Bank, Charles E. Millard Inc., The
Coffee Depot, DaPonte’s Landscaping Services, Grace Barker Health, Ode To Joy, and the
Wesley Family.
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About Coggeshall Farm

Set on 48 acres of coastal farmland in Bristol, Rhode Island, Coggeshall Farm Museum
recreates the daily experience of tenant farmers on a salt marsh farm in the late 18th century
through live interpretation, historic structures, heirloom plants, and heritage-breed animals.
Coggeshall Farm merged with Old Sturbridge Village in July 2025, joining New England’s
largest living history museum in offering immersive experiences of early American life. For more
information, visit coggeshallfarm.org.
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