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Overview

Join Coggeshall Educators as we explore the natural ecosystems and habitats around us. Discover how plants, animals, and
humans work together to create a rich and beautiful world and find out how we can be stewards of the earth starting in our own
backyards. Through hands-on activities, learn how Coggeshall is answering the important question: What can farming from the
past teach us about farming for our future?

Essential Questions

1. How does caring for the soil affect the entire food web?

2. How can farmers work with wild and domestic animals to care for the land?
3. Where does our food come from?

On the day of...
Students will break into four or five groups (depending on group size) and visit different stations around the farm. At each station
students with participate in hands on activities that demonstrate the station learning area.

Station 1: Decomposers and the Garden
Students will get hands-on and dirty with decomposers. After learning about food chains and the life cycle, students will meet our

smallest farm animals-- the worms! Students will learn about the importance of decomposers in a healthy ecosystem, compare and
contrast soil types.

Station 2: Animals and their Habitats

Meet some of the hardest workers on our farm— the pigs! Learn about how farmers use livestock to shape their land, and how
embracing animals’ natural instincts can work together to create a healthier environment. Then, take a nature trail hike (0.25 miles)
to search for habitats and ecosystems on the farm that allow wild animal populations to thrive. * Pigs are at Coggeshall Farm
Museum seasonally. Late fall and winter field trips explore hibernation and migration of wild animals.

Station 3: Sustainable Gardens

Working with—and not against- the land is essential for creating a healthy ecosystem for humans, plants, and animals. Learn about
native plants and plants that were introduced to the area and how those plants can help or hurt the land. Participate in a project to
remove unwanted plants or help plant some new helpful plants in the garden.

Station 4: Food throughout History
At this station, learn about where our food come from. Compare what you learn to where people got their food from in the 18th

century. Play a fun game to figure out how far some of our ingredient have traveled to reach us.

Grade Level Standards and RIDE History GSEs

Science Standards (3-5): Matter and Energy in Organisms and Ecosystems, 5-PS3-1., 5-LS1-1., 5-LS2-1. Inheritance and Variation
of Traits: Life Cycles and Traits, 3-LS1-1., 3-LS4-4. , 3-LS4-3. Historical Perspectives Strand: HP 1 (3-4) —1 HP 4 (3-4) -2, HP 5 (3-
4) -1 HP 5 (3-4) — 2. Civics and Government Strand: G 2 (3-4) -1, G 2(3-4)-3,G 3 (3-4)—2,G4(34)-2,G4(3-4)-3

Staying for Lunch?

» We have picnic table seating for approximately 40 students. We also have a separate area with benches, and students are
welcome to picnic in the grass.

* Schools staying for lunch are welcome to free time playing historic games, visiting the animals, or exploring our nature trail and
pastures.

Have questions or ready to book? Email us at CoggeshallED@osv.org



