Citizen Kid | 2nd Grade | 2 Hours

Coggeshall Farm

Overview

Our farm—past and present—plays an important role in our community. On this field trip students will learn about their place in
the community and the roles of children at the turn of the 18th century. Students will try out the different ways that children in
the 18th century helped on their family farm, what school was like for the children at the time and what kids did when there was
time to play. All of this learning and growing helped children to become good future citizens in their community.

This program is approximately 2 hours long.

Essential Questions

1. How can we learn to be good citizens at home, school, and play?

2. What was democracy like in the 18th century?

3. How have children’s’ lives changed and stayed the same over the centuries?

On the day of...
Students will break into groups and visit four different activity stations around the farm. Each station will be a hands-on

experience for students to learn by doing.

Station 1: Back to School
Learn your ABCs! Students will be introduced to the earliest forms of formal school and its
role in kids’ lives. They will have a chance to make their own ink from charcoal and try it out using a feather as a quill.

Station 2: Pitching_In

It takes a lot of work to run a family farm. Kids were expected to help out with chores from

the age of toddlerhood. Students will get to participate in a selection of seasonal chore farm work, and learn their importance in
the larger family work. Examples of such include carding wool, garden work, animal chores, sawing firewood, or gathering
crops.

Station 3: Work Hard, Play Hard
Just because kids were working hard at home, school, and jobs, doesn’t mean that they didn’t find time to play! Students will
play historic games-- some familiar, and some new-- and learn how play is influenced by the world around us and what it can
teach us about good citizenship.

Station 4: Household Duties

Roles for people in the 18th century were different than they are today. We will take a look at who was responsible for different
roles around the farm and in society. How did this effect the democracy of the time? Who was allowed to vote and who wasn't
given that opportunity. Complete this station trying out one of the roles that women historically had at this time period, making
butter. How can we be good citizens, today and every day?

RIDE History GSEs
Historical Perspectives Strand: HP1-1, HP 2-3, HP 3-1. Civics and Government Strand: C&G 1-1, C&G 1-2, C &G 3-1, C&G 3-
2.

Staying for Lunch?

» We have picnic table seating for approximately 40 students. We also have a separate area with benches, and students are
welcome to picnic in the grass.

» Schools staying for lunch are welcome to free time playing historic games, visiting the animals, or exploring our nature trail

and pastures.

Have questions or ready to book? Email us at CoggeshallED@osv.org



